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Overview of the Research Process

Maps of Saratoga Springs
* Gain a visual context of the property through the ages (beginning with the present and
back as far as the late 18t century)
Deeds
* Document the “chain” of Grantors (Sellers) and Grantees (Buyers) beginning with the
current owner
Saratoga Springs City Directories
* Gather a list of all the occupants of the house (owners and/or “boarders”)

The People and Their Stories
* “Everyone is the star of their own soap opera” - Barbara N. Cohen (my mother)

Saratoga Springs Tax Rolls

 Determine the year that the property (“Lot”) was first assessed for the existence of a
House.
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Maps of Saratoga Springs

* Begin your map research with “today”

e Saratoga County Parcel Viewer — “Find address or place”
* Notate the “OWNER” (First owner on deed) and “PRINT_KEY” (Tax ID)

* Go to the Harvard WorldMap website
* Provides map overlays to a base street map of historic maps from 1793 — 1945

* Go to the Library of Congress — Saratoga Springs maps (download TIFF)
 Circa 1850 - John Bevan, surveyor - a highly detailed city map

e 1888 - Lucien R. Burleigh Bird's-eye-view — high detail of the south and east
elevations of many of the city’s buildings

e Go to the Library of Congress Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps

* The Saratoga Room in the Saratoga Springs Public Library has historic maps

NOTES: Some deeds reference maps that can be found in hardcopy either at the office of the Saratoga County Clerk in
Ballston Spa or in the Saratoga Springs Visitors” Center’s Archives of the City Historian (the Saratoga Springs
Visitors’ Center is currently closed and the public library is closed to researchers)
Archives of the City Historian (Visitors’ Center): 297 Broadway, Saratoga Springs, NY 12866
Saratoga County Clerk (Saratoga County Offices): 40 McMaster St, Ballston Spa, NY 12020 Slide #3
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https://spatial.vhb.com/SaratogaMapViewer/
http://worldmap.harvard.edu/maps/4706
https://www.loc.gov/item/2001620479/
https://www.loc.gov/item/75694893/
https://www.loc.gov/rr/geogmap/sanborn/city.php?CITY=Saratoga&stateID=39
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1852 Bevan
+ 1858 Chambers

+ 1876 Cramer
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Deeds — Saratoga County Clerk’s 1QS System

* Deed research must be traced in reverse date order. The goal: the
Seller (Grantor) in a deed is often the Buyer (Grantee) previously*

* Filed date of 1985 to present — Use Search

* Filed date between 1770-1985 — Use “INDEXBOOKS”

e “Select Volume” — use the Grantee (Buyer) for the Deed filed year range
* “Find Name” (Last First) — Enter the last name of the Grantee

* Much of the research requires reading through handwritten
INDEXBOOKS until you find the deed where the property
description matches the property being researched

* Common exceptions:
* Mortgage defaults were common — often a “Referee” is named by the court to sell the property at a public
auction. In these cases, the Referee is the Grantor.
* Death of the owner(s) generally find the property passing to one or more heirs who eventually are Grantors
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https://www.searchiqs.com/NYSAR
https://www.searchiqs.com/NYSAR/SearchAdvancedMP.aspx
https://www.searchiqs.com/NYSAR/InfodexMainMP.aspx
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Return to the IQS website under INDEXBOOKS and choose
Go To Document, Book Type: Deeds, Book 1064, Page 311
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Book 1064
Page 311

Note: Some deeds include the Book and Page of prior/earlier deeds (found as “Being
the same premises conveyed ...”) — make note of these as they will save you time!
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FORMS 301 — Warranty Deed with Liea Covenant

This Indenture

Mode the 3/st dayof
Nineteen Hundred and Eighty-Your

NATIONAL LEGAL SUFPLY, INC.
66 Beavstr 50, Abany, Y. 12207

August

1{ Belween  RICHARD D. STONE and BARBARA STONE, hushand and wife, residing at

1 628 Xorth Broadway, Saratoga Springs, New Yerk,

BECINNING at the southwest corner of the burying ground on Nelson
Street (pow Nelson Avenue) and thence southerly one hundred feet on Kelson Avenue;
thence easterly along the north bounds of lands formerly owned by Michael Cogan,
two hundred and fifty-tvo feet; thence northerly eighty-seven feet to the afcresaid
burying grournd; theuce westerly two bundred and fifty-two feet to the place of be-

UEILLLVEY S AWaLWwTre

BEGINNING at the southwest cormer of the burying ground on Welson
Street (now Nelson Avenue) and thence southerly one hundred feet on Kelson Avenue;
thence easterly along the porth bounds of lands formerly owned by HMichael Cogan,
twvo bundred and fifty-two féet; thence northerly eighty-seven feet to the afcresaid
burying grourd; thence westerly two bundred and fifty-two feet to the place of be-
gioning.

SUBJECT to any enforceable easements, restrictions and covenants
of record.

BEING the same premises coaveyed by John J. Sexton and Mildred R.
Sexton to Richard D. Stone and Barbara Stone by deed dated October 17, 1964, and
recorded In the Saratoga County Clerk®s Office on October 20, 1964, In Book 762
of Deeds at page 108.

Saratoga Springs
Preservation Foundation
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Saratoga Springs City Directories

 Many are available in the Saratoga Room at the Saratoga
Springs Public Library* (between 1868-1980s)

* Many are available (and easily searchable) using ancestry.com
(52 volumes representing years between 1868-1960)*

* Ancestry.com: to find inhabitants, use Search
* Keyword: “308 Nelson” (use the double quotes!) and check “Exact”

* Place your ancestor might have lived: Saratoga Springs, Saratoga, New
York, USA (exactly as written here) and check “Exact to...”

* “View Image” allows you to view the image of the directory and even
download the page to your device.

* Monthly subscription is required. An option is to purchase a subscription, do your research and download your “facts”
and then cancel when complete.

* The Saratoga Springs Public Library is currently closed to researchers
Slide #10


https://www.ancestry.com/imageviewer/collections/2469/images/41199_2221301230_7591-00026
https://www.ancestry.com/search/
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The People and Their Stories

* The directories (especially on ancestry.com) gives you easy access to
finding the people who inhabited the address (the owners, their
children, tenants and, often, their occupations)

e Use the names you find to search for details about the people
* Ancestry.com — First (Middle) and Last Name, Place your ancestor might have
lived ... same as before (with or without the “Exact to...”)

* You will get directories, all available census data, military records (Revolutionary War,
Civil War, WWI, WWII) and often family trees constructed by their living descendants

e Fulton History (NY historic newspapers, including The Saratogian)

* NYS Historic Newspapers

* Google — Always helpful and includes scanned books on Saratoga
County history
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https://www.ancestry.com/search
https://fultonhistory.com/Fulton.html
https://nyshistoricnewspapers.org/
https://www.google.com/

Saratoga Springs Tax Rolls

e Tax Rolls, handwritten books, document tax assessments against
the owner of the property.

* The best source for determining the year that the lot ceased to
be taxed as a “Lot” only and was taxed with a “House & Lot”

* Found Saratoga Springs Visitors’ Center in the City Historian’s
Archives

* Access is limited in normal times because the documents are
fragile and critical historic documents

NOTES: Tax records exist in the Saratoga Springs Visitors’ Center’s Office of the City Historian (The Saratoga Springs
Visitors’ Center is currently closed)
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FREE - Zoom / Facebook Live Program —
Register here

Twilight Cemetery Tour

“Madness, Murder, Untimely Deaths, and Strange
Coincidences”

Friday, October 30 at 5:00 PM

Tickets here

Saratoga Springs
Preservation Foundation
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https://www.saratogapreservation.org/product-tag/summer-stroll/
https://www.saratogapreservation.org/product-tag/summer-stroll/
https://www.saratogapreservation.org/product-tag/summer-stroll/
https://www.saratogapreservation.org/product/womens-suffrage/
https://www.saratogapreservation.org/product-tag/summer-stroll/

Click HERE
Support the Foundation
DONATE NOW HERE

www.saratogapreservation.or
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https://www.saratogapreservation.org/resources/building-history-and-plaque-program/
https://www.saratogapreservation.org/get-involved/become-a-member/
https://www.saratogapreservation.org/get-involved/donate-now/
https://www.saratogapreservation.org/

