
 

 

Saratoga Springs Preservation Foundation 

Saratoga Race Course Cultural Resource Inventory  

Phase 3 

Buildings 

 

The Saratoga Springs Preservation Foundation (Foundation) seeks the services of a consultant with 

demonstrated experience in the field of historic preservation to undertake a historic cultural resource 

inventory assessment and prepare treatment recommendations at the Saratoga Race Course.   

Established in 1863, the Saratoga Race Course is comprised of over 200 structures on 350 acres and is 

listed on the National Register of Historic Places as part of the Union Avenue Historic District.  As a 

condition of the 25-year franchise agreement between the State of New York and the New York Racing 

Association (NYRA) in 2008, there was an unfunded mandate that an inventory of all structures and 

landscape attributes at Saratoga Race Course be completed by the Local Advisory Board.  Phases One and 

Two of the cultural resource inventory focused on areas of the Backstretch (2010) and the Frontside 

(2011), the public area of the track that includes the main track, grandstand, and clubhouse.  Phase Three 

(see attached map) continues this important work by focusing on the structures that are located north of 

Union Avenue that are known as the Superintendent’s Residence parcel, the recreation area, and the area 

east of the Oklahoma Track.  In total there are approximately 22 barns and 37 buildings, including various 

smaller accessory structures.  New buildings such as the Marylou Whitney Pavilion, Saratoga Backstretch 

Clinic, dormitories, viewing stands, clocker’s stand. and Faith’s House, a child Care Center only need to be 

photographed and mapped.  See attached site plan of areas to be inventoried. 

Scope of Work 

Adopting a similar format that was used in Phases One and Two (see attached examples), the Phase Three 

cultural resource inventory will reference historical materials collected in the prior phases along with 

other materials where available. 

 

For Phase Three of the Saratoga Race Course Cultural Resource Inventory, the consultant agrees to 

undertake and complete the following tasks: 

1. Research and Documentation 

• Research and review historic and recent written and graphic materials relating to the 

buildings in the three identified areas to understand their historic development and 

evolution during various eras and to determine their individual periods of significance. 

• Prepare a written and illustrated executive summary. 

2. Documentation and Assessment of Existing Conditions 

• Document the existing conditions of the Phase Three areas using digital photography and 

the AutoCAD base plan to produce a series of maps/plans that note the findings of the 

assessment.  

• Develop graphic and written condition assessments based on field investigations. 

• Define the periods of significance for the subject areas and structures and identify 

character-defining features and preservation issues (e.g., physical  

 deterioration, inappropriate use, or obsolete). 

 

 



 

 

3. Treatment Recommendations 

• Based on research and assessment, develop a series of written and graphic 

recommendations for treatment to guide maintenance, restoration, and/or expansion 

and redevelopment of specific and general areas and structures. 

 

4. Project-Related Administration and Final Report Production 

• Hold three progress meetings – kick-off, mid-point, and final review – with Foundation 

staff/committee members and/or NYRA representatives.  

• Produce and assemble six (6) hard and digital files of the final report and supporting 

materials. 

 

Schedule and Products  

As with Phases One and Two, this work will require on-site investigation and full access to the property. 

The goal for completion of the draft report is four (4) months from the start of the contract, with the final 

report submitted by the end of the fourth month.  

 

Deliverables 

The consultant will use a similar format to Phases One and Two and at completion of the Phase Three 

study will submit the Saratoga Race Course Cultural Resource Survey Phase Three Report compiled in an 

8 ½” X 11” format for  the Architectural Resource Survey.  A total of 6 printed copies (New York Racing 

Association, New York State Historic Preservation Office, Saratoga Room, Saratoga Springs Public Library 

– each to receive one copy), with one in a three-ring binder, will be submitted along with digital files. All 

materials produced will be owned by the Foundation. 

 

RFP Submittal Information 

Please include the following in your bid proposal: 

1. A cover letter indicating your understanding and acceptance of the Scope of Work and your 

contact information. 

2. A bid proposal fee component in the form of a lump-sum fee for the proposed work.  Provide a 

fee schedule that includes a summary of staff time, project-related expenses, and a per meeting 

cost for any meetings that exceed the number identified in the scope of work (see Task #4, Scope 

of Work). 

3. Resumes of involved principals and staff. 

4. Examples and descriptions of a minimum of three related architectural resource surveys in 

which the involved principals cited above played a key role. 

5. Identify any suggested modifications to the scope of work described above.   

        

Submittals are due by Monday, June 9, 2025, and should be addressed to and emailed to 

admin@saratogapreservation.org: 

 

 Samantha Bosshart, Executive Director 

 Saratoga Springs Preservation Foundation 

 112 Spring Street, Suite 203 

 Saratoga Springs, New York 12866 



Building Survey 

Landscape Survey 
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